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HOW TO PAPER PIECE

Things to know about paper Piecing.

10.

11.

The Printecl side of the paper (foundation) is the BACK side of the block.

During construction you will be Placing the fabric on the unPrintecl side of the
Pattern and sewing on the Printecl side.

An%\PaPer will work for paper Piecing, but translucent paper, such as velum or old-
fashion tgping paper works well. PaPer made for foundation Piccing is available.

Usinga source of light to shine through the paper during Piecing aids in fabric
Placcmcnt.

Be careful to cut fabric Pieces Iarge enough to accommodate its corresponding area
of the block. Pag close attention to cuttinf; fabric and Placing it on areas that are not
symmetrical. Itis easy to cut the reverse of a needed Piece.
Use very short stitches when paper Piecir\g. The shorter stitches will result in a neat
looking lock with no stitches visible in the seams when theg are Pressed open and
the close stitches will Pemcorate the paper so removing the paper will be easy.
Extend stitching 1/4 inch in front of and begond the actual stitch line.
Trim each seam to a seam allowance of l/8th to ]/‘i'th inch.
Fingcr~Press each seam as you comPetc them.
Paper can be left on the blocks until the blocks are assembled in wa”hanging or quilt‘
Starching fabric before paper Piecir{}gladds stabilitg to your fabric and makes very

u

crisP blocks. Thisis esl:)cci8”9 help it you have to tear out any stitches and re~
sew a seam.
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Cut pieces of fabric that will cover each numbered area in the
block. Cut the fabric so 1/4” to 1/2” of the fabric extends
begoncl the seam lines.

Note that irregularl shaped areas need extra attention. If the
fabricis cut using tﬁe ‘wrong’ or Printed side of the block as
the cutting uide, when the%lock is Hippcd to the wrong side
the fabric will not ‘match’ the area.

For this pro ect you will be using shapes that are easy to fit
onto the block.

Turn the paper over so the back (unprinted) side is face up.

Align and lay the fabric for area right side up so it covers all
o1C area num ered 1.Use a sma” da omc water soluble glue to
secure the fabric over area .

Lay the fabric forarea2 wrong side up aligning the edges of
fabric along the solid seam line between area 1 and 2. Make
sure 1/4 iré’u of fabric extends beyond the seam line. This is
where it helps to have translucent paper ora light to hold the
paper up to so you can better see your fabric alignmcn’c.

Holding the fabric to the block, HIP the block over to the
Printcfside. If the blocks are Iargc cnough a Pin can be used
to secure the added Piece of fabric. if the fabric moves at
this Point you may not catch all the fabric in the seam
allowance or catch too much.

From thefrinted side, sew along the solid seam line between
arealand area 2 of the block.

Fold the second Piece of fabric over so the rigl’xt side is up-.
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To complete the block add the fabric to cover areas 4 and 5.

Lag fabric for area 4 right side down and sew along the seam
line between area 1 and%irea 4 of the block. Secure the
fabric, CareFully H(Iﬁ) the block over to the Prir\tecl side and

sew along the solid seam line between area 1 and 4.

Fold the fabric over so the right side is up. Finger press.

Add the last Piece of fabric to area numbered 5. Finger
press.
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Ll Fromthe Printed side your complete block should look
5 :: like this. You can now car@cullg trim along the outside of

::‘ the block using the dotted line as a guide. Always check
i to make sure this is 1/4 inch from the solid seamTine that
-] indicates the outside of the finished block.
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Once you have trimmed all your blocks you can assemble
them into your Project.

4 B

LR
P I I

When the Prcy’cct s &onc, gcntlg remove the paper.
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3 inch block
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Square ina Scluare

3 inch block

Squarc ina Square
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% inch block

Scluarc ina Squarc

% inch block

Squarc ina Squarc
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